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East African Drought and Food Crisis Situation Report 

Updated 10 August 2011 
 
Overview 
As a result of one of the worst droughts in 60 years caused by 
extremely poor rainfall in East Africa (also known as the Horn of 
Africa) an estimated 12.4 million people are in immediate need 
of humanitarian assistance, with the number at risk growing 
daily

i
. The countries affected include Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, 

and Somalia. Women and children are the most severely 
affected, with one U.S. source estimating that 29,000 children 
under the age of 5 have died in the last 90 days from the 
famine.

ii
   

 
According to the UN, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya and Northern 
Somalia are currently experiencing a Level 4 humanitarian crisis 
due to the drought, including severe lack of food access, death 
due to hunger, malnutrition and irreversible livestock asset 
stripping.  In Southern and Central Somalia, 5 regions have been 
declared as experiencing a Level 5 catastrophic famine – the 
most severe possible rating

iii
.  

 
 

Southern Somalia  
The situation in Southern Somalia is dire and worsening. Over 650,000 Somali refugees thus far have fled their 
home country in search of food and water.

iv
 Most are being housed in refugee camps in Eastern Kenya

v
. While 

development agencies and NGOs have mobilized to address the crisis in Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya and some areas 
in Northern/Central Somalia, organizations are struggling to provide assistance in Southern Somalia, the areas 
currently controlled by Al Shabab, a militant group associated with Al Qaeda. Al Shabab has been blocking food aid 
on the grounds that aid workers are spies and circulating propaganda claiming that it is better to starve than 
accept help from the West

vi
. The famine is expected to last through the end of the year, with the length and 

severity of the crisis highly dependent upon the rainy season in October
vii

.  
 
Numbers 

 Worst drought in the area in 60 years
viii

 

 First UN declared famine in Africa in 20 years
ix
 

 12.4 million people total and 3.7 million Somalis are in need of immediate, lifesaving assistance
x
 

 An estimated 29,000 children under the age of 5 in Southern Somalia have died
xi
 

 500,000 children are on the brink of starvation
xii

 

 $2.48 billion USD requested by humanitarian agencies to address the famine, of which 45% has already 
been committed

xiii
 

 
Providing Financial Support 
Many international NGOs have been working in the region for decades, and are asking for additional funding to 
expand their existing efforts to more broadly address the crisis. The World Food Programme is particularly well-
positioned to provide relief during a food crisis of this scale and scope, though all of the organizations below are 
assisting with relief efforts and looking to expand their resources to respond: 
 
 

http://www.wfp.org/
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 World Food Programme - Planning to feed 7.9 million of the most vulnerable in Somalia, Kenya, and 
Ethiopia and has identified an additional 2.2 million people in need in difficult-to-access areas of southern 
Somalia. WFP has expanded its supplementary feeding programs in Somalia and has airlifted food supplies 
into Mogadishu to treat around 30,000 malnourished children under the age of 5 for one month.  Read 
more. 

 CARE - Helping more than one million people in Ethiopia, Somalia, and Kenya. In Dadaab, CARE is the 
primary distributor of food, water and education. In Ethiopia, CARE supports emergency nutrition 
programs, livestock operations, and water and sanitation. In Somalia, CARE is rehabilitating water 
harvesting structures and operating cash-for-work programs. Read more. 

 Catholic Relief Services (CRS) - In Ethiopia, CRS is expanding its food distribution program to 1.1 million 
beneficiaries and is working closely with local partners to provide livelihood support, water, and 
sanitation. In Somalia, CRS is supporting local partners to assist highly vulnerable, displaced families with 
basic necessities, such as food packages, support to clinics, therapeutic feeding, and shelter. In Kenya, CRS 
is working both to assist newly arrived refugees with hygiene, sanitation promotion, and protection, and 
also to provide water, sanitation, and supplemental feeding to drought-affected Kenyan communities. 
Read more. 

 Concern Worldwide – Presence in the region for over 25 years, has long-term development programs in 
many affected areas in Ethiopia, Kenya, and Somalia, and launched an immediate response to the drought 
emergency at its onset in late 2010. Reaching over 400,000 people in the Horn of Africa region with clean 
water, food and interventions to treat and prevent malnutrition. Read more.  

 International Committee of the Red Cross - Scaling up its emergency operation in central and southern 
Somalia to assist an additional 1.1 million drought- and conflict-affected people. Read more. 

 International Rescue Committee - Runs medical services at one of Dadaab’s three camps, providing 
lifesaving care for thousands of Somali refugees, including many suffering from acute malnutrition. The 
IRC provides a range of medical, protection & counseling services to refugee women and girls who have 
been sexually assaulted. In Ethiopia, the IRC is installing or expanding water-supply systems in camps that 
serve 82,000 Somali refugees. In Central Somalia, the IRC is ensuring access to water for 32,000 people. 
Read more. 

 Mercy Corps - Teams in Ethiopia, Somalia and Kenya are distributing food and water and expanding 
critical relief efforts. Teams on the ground are helping more than 900,000 people in the region survive, 
with plans to expand rapidly over the coming weeks. Read more. 

 Oxfam America - Providing life-saving water, sanitation services, food, and cash with the goal of reaching 
3 million people, including 700,000 in Ethiopia, 1.3 million in Kenya, and 500,000 in Somalia. Read more. 

 Save the Children - Launched a major humanitarian response in Kenya, Somalia and Ethiopia, feeding 
thousands of children, providing life-saving medical treatment, and getting clean water to remote 
communities. Save the Children is also helping communities adapt to more frequent droughts, reducing 
the number of children at risk in future food crises. Read more. 

 UNICEF - Massively scaling up relief efforts including therapeutic foods to treat children suffering from 
severe malnutrition; vaccinations to fight deadly and disabling diseases that threaten malnourished 
children; access to clean water and sanitation and measures to protect children from violence, 
exploitation, and abuse. Read more. 

Raising Awareness Through Social Media 
While the greatest need is for immediate funding to distribute food to those in need, you can help now by raising 
awareness about the crisis to garner broad support for organizations on the ground. Below are GPG’s 
recommended Social Media Postings for your use. 
 
Facebook 

 Please help the millions of people affected by the Food Crisis in East Africa – Click to learn more about the 
issue and organizations in need of assistance. 

 Link: http://www.one.org/blog/2011/08/03/horn-of-africa-crisis-what-you-can-do-to-help/  
 

http://www.wfp.org/
http://www.wfp.org/
http://www.care.org/emergency/Horn-of-Africa-food-poverty-crisis-Dadaab-2011/index.asp
http://crs.org/kenya/drought-endangers-millions-in-east-africa/
http://www.concernusa.org/Public/News.aspx?Id=875
http://www.icrc.org/eng/
http://www.rescue.org/drought-east-africa
http://www.rescue.org/drought-east-africa
http://www.mercycorps.org/hornofafricahungercrisis
http://oxfamamerica.org/
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.7539035/k.B9FB/Africa_Drought_Sparks_Food_Shortage_Child_Hunger_and_Humanitarian_Crisis.htm?msource=emefuchc0711
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.7539035/k.B9FB/Africa_Drought_Sparks_Food_Shortage_Child_Hunger_and_Humanitarian_Crisis.htm?msource=emefuchc0711
http://www.unicef.org/
http://www.one.org/blog/2011/08/03/horn-of-africa-crisis-what-you-can-do-to-help/
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Twitter 

 Help millions affected by #FoodCrisis in #EastAfrica. Learn more here:  

 Link: http://www.one.org/blog/2011/08/03/horn-of-africa-crisis-what-you-can-do-to-help/  
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